NOTICE OF RACE

1. RULES

1.1 Racing will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) plus the prescriptions of US Sailing, except as the RRS are modified by class rules in accordance with RRS 86.1(c).

1.2 Any changes to the RRS are stated in this Notice and/or will appear in the Sailing Instructions.

1.3 These Instructions do not apply to Laser, 420, pram, etc. racing at WYC.

2. ADVERTISING   

Advertising is restricted to Category A, except that Category C is permitted in the ADA Regatta and may be permitted in single-class regattas in accordance with class elections.

3. ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY

3.1 Racing is open to all boats of a WYC recognized fleet.  Eligible boats must be entered by a WYC Family Member, and shall have a WYC Family Member or a WYC Annual Member on-board for each race.  This changes RRS 46.

3.2 Notwithstanding the above, a boat may substitute a paid WYC Crew Member for the Family or Annual Member up to 3 times per season.  A paid WYC Crew Member may so substitute no more than 3 times per season on any/all boats.  All substitutions must be reported to that fleet’s Fleet Captain prior to substitution.

4. FEES

Entry, dock/mooring, crane use and fleet fees are as specified from time to time by the WYC Board and each Fleet.  Payment of all applicable fees is required in order to be scored in races.

5. SCHEDULE OF RACES

The racing schedule is listed in the Sailing Instructions, attached.  2006 racing will follow a traditional WYC schedule, except that the ADA Regatta is moved to June.

6.   VENUE AND COURSES

The racing venues are various locations on Lake Minnetonka.  The venues and courses are described in the Sailing Instructions, attached.

7. SCORING, HAUL-OUT AND RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

Scoring will be by the low point system per RRS Appendix A.  There are no haul-out restrictions.  Boats may not initiate radio communications before or during racing, including when other boats are still racing.  Boats may monitor VHF Channel 68 before and during racing.  The RC signal boat may (but is not obligated to) make OCS and change-of-course announcements on VHF channel 68 during racing.

8. INSURANCE AND SAFETY

Each boat shall have adequate liability insurance and shall provide proof of insurance upon request by the WYC Board.  Each boat shall have safety gear, proper government registration and shall display licenses and numbers as required by law.

9. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR BOATS

a. Each boat shall carry a current copy of the Racing Rules of Sailing or a facsimile with the same information.

b. Each boat using 150% or larger jibs shall have them equipped with visibility windows.

c. Each boat with an outboard engine shall either stow it aboard or keep it mounted on the stern with the shaft in the vertical position before, during and after racing while in the racing area.

d. RRS 77 and Appendix G are changed to delete that a boat must display a US Sailing-assigned sail number and/or national letters.  Hull numbers and/or customary sail numbers are permitted.  Other requirements of Appendix G are not changed.

e. A boat new to her class whose sail number duplicates an existing sail number in her class shall change the number on all sails so that there are no duplications.

f. A boat shall not race without her sail number on her mainsail, on her spinnaker and on 130% and larger jibs.  Moreover, a boat using a borrowed or other sail not carrying the proper number shall report the discrepancy (never via radio) to the RC boat both before and after each race where the mis-numbered sail is used.  Failure to meet these requirements is subject to disqualification by the RC without a hearing. This changes RRS 63.1 and A5.




****************************************************************************

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

1.       RULES.  Racing will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing
(RRS) and the prescriptions of US Sailing, except as the RRS are modified by class rules in accordance with RRS 86.1(c).  These Instructions do not apply to Laser, 420, pram, etc. racing at WYC.

2.        NOTICES TO COMPETITORS & CHANGES TO THESE SI’s.
2.1  Notices to competitors will be posted on the Official Notice Board located adjacent to

       the entry door at WYC.

2.2  Any change to the Sailing Instructions will be posted at least 2 hours before the race

       where it will take effect, Any change to the schedule of races will be posted at least 2

       hours before the race that precedes it in the schedule.

2.3 The above notwithstanding, the RC may alter these Instructions by hail after displaying

       code flag “L” with one sound in the racing area.

3.        SIGNALS MADE ASHORE.  Signals made ashore will be displayed from the WYC
       flagpole, or by a RC boat when at or near WYC docks.
3.1  When flag “AP” is displayed ashore “one minute” is replaced with “not less than 45

        Minutes” in the race signal AP. Two sounds.

3.2  Flag “AP” displayed over flag “C” ashore with two sounds means scheduled racing is cancelled and a Heavy Air Cup race will be sailed with a warning no earlier than 60 minutes after the signal.  All boats start together using PHRF handicapping.

4. 
SPECIAL SIGNALS MADE IN THE RACING AREA.

4.1 Flag “AP” over “C” means the race is cancelled.  Heavy Air Cup Race to be sailed as

       in Instruction 3.2.  Warning no earlier than 5 minutes after the signal.  One start, PHRF

       handicapping.

4.2 When ‘V’ flag is displayed (White with Red X), classes with a local Class Rule restricting the use of spinnakers in higher wind ranges may not use spinnakers during that race.  

5.
SCHEDULE OF RACES.  Races are scheduled as shown in the “WYC 2006 Racing

     Schedule,” attached.  Notwithstanding, a special Heavy Air Cup my be substituted for the

      scheduled race at the RC’s discretion.  See Instructions 3 and 4.

6.       CLASS FLAGS.  MORC and PHRF boats shall display (9” square minimum) colored

      

flags:  MORC 1-Orange.  MORC 2,-Blue, MORC 3-Black,  PHRF 1-Green, PHRF 2- 

Yellow,  PHRF 3-White.  Flags are to be displayed above a boat’s backstay split,or equally 

visible when a boat has no split or backstay.  The RC may DSQ a boat without a 

hearing when a flag is not displayed per this Instruction.  This changes RRS 63.1 and A5.

7.       RACING AREAS.  The racing areas are as shown in Illustration “A” attached.

8.       THE COURSES.

8.1 Illustration “A” shows a diagram of courses for Big Island and Commodore Cup races.

      The Burton Cup course is similar to the Commodore Cup course except that the 

      start/finish line will be near Minnetonka Yacht Club.  Illustration “B” shows the layout 

      of marks for conventional Windward//Leeward and Triangle-based courses.  Illustration 

      “C” shows the trapezoidal Course layout.  The course listings below show RC course 

       board designations and the order in which marks are to be passed in course racing.  All 

       marks are left to port in course racing, except that a starboard-hand gate mark may be 

       rounded to starboard after passing through a leeward gate.  Though not shown on 

       Illustration ‘C’ the RC may set a gate at the locations of leeward marks on trapezoid 

       courses.  In course racing Windward Marks will vary from 0.6 to 2 miles from the 

       leeward end.

Course ‘O’  

Start – 1 -  2 - S – 1 – Gate  - Finish

Course ‘OM’ 
 
Start – 1 – 2 -  S – 1 – S – Finish

Course ‘OW’ 

Start – 1 - 2 - S – 1 – Gate  - 1 – Gate – Finish

Course ‘W 1 ½’ 

Start – 1 – Gate – Finish

Course ‘W1 ½’M
 
Start – 1 – S –  Finish

Course ‘W2 ½’ 

Start – 1 – Gate – 1 – Gate – Finish

Course ‘W 2½’M’
Start – 1 –  S – 1 – Gate – Finish 
Course ‘W3 ½’ 

Start – 1 – Gate – 1 – Gate – 1 – Gate  - Finish

Course ‘W3 ½M’

Start – 1 – S – 1 – Gate – 1 – Gate  - Finish

Course ‘W4 ½’ 

Start – 1 – Gate – 1 – Gate – 1 – Gate - 1 – Gate - Finish

Course ‘W4 ½M’             Start – 1 – S – 1 – Gate – 1 – Gate  - 1 – Gate  - Finish

Course ‘T1 1/3’        
Start – 1 -  2 - S – Finish

Course ‘T2 1/3’

Start – 1 -  2 - S – 1 – 2 – S - Finish

Course ‘G’  

Start – 1 -  2 - S – 1 – Leeward Finish

Course ‘T1’ 

Start – 1 -  2 – Leeward finish

Course ‘W 1’ 

Start – 1 – Leeward finish

Course ‘W 2’ 

Start – 1 –  Gate – 1 - Leeward finish

Course ‘W 2M’ 

Start – 1 –  S – 1 - Leeward finish

Course ‘W 3’ 

Start – 1 –  Gate – 1 – Gate – 1 - Leeward finish

Course ‘W 3M’

Start – 1 – S – 1 – Gate – 1 – Leeward finish

Course ‘ZR1’

Start – RW – RL – RW – LW- LL – Finish

Course ‘ZL1’

Start – RW – LW – LL – LW – LL – Finish

Course ‘ZR2’

Start – RW – RL – RW – RL – RW - LW- LL – Finish

Course ‘ZL2’

Start - RW – LW – LL – LW – LL – LW – LL – Finish

Course ‘ZR3’

Start – RW – RL – RW – RL – RW – RL - RW- LW - LL – 

                                          Finish

Course ‘ZL3’

Start - RW – LW – LL – LW – LL –– LW – LL – LW – LL –

                                                            Finish

                  Course ‘ZT 1-1/3

Start – RW – LW – RL – RW/Finish






(ZT 1-1/3 finishes at a separate finish line at or past Mark RW)

                  Course ‘ZT 2-1/3’

Start – RW – LW – RL – RW – LW – RL- RW/Finish





(ZT 2-1/3 finishes at a separate finish line at or past Mark RW)                

                  Course ‘ZO’

Start – RW – LW – RL – RW – RL – RW/Finish


 



(ZO finishes at a separate finish line at or past Mark RW)

8.2 When a leeward gate and “S” Mark are not set in conventional windward/leeward and triangle-based racing, all boats shall use Mark 3 (designated L2 in Illustration B) as the start mark and as the leeward mark (leaving it to port).  In this event Mark 3 (aka L2) replaces the “S” and “Gate” in above descriptions.

9 MARKS.  See Illustration “B”
9.1 Marks will normally be red or orange spheres or tetrahedrons for “conventional courses,” though green or yellow marks may be used.  For trapezoid courses, the normal marks will be red tetrahedrons on the right (RW and RL) and large red spheres on the left (LW and LL).  For conventional courses the starting Mark is L2 – except when a gate is set the start mark will be L1 for the Capri 25 fleet (only)—and L2 will not then be a mark at the start line for Capri 25.  The RC may set a similar, separate mark for Capri 25 starts when trapezoid courses.  An offset mark smaller than windward marks may be set adjacent to windward marks and are marks of the course to be rounded after and on the same side as the windward mark (including all roundings of Marks RW and LW on trapezoid courses).

9.2 When a leeward gate is set on conventional courses, the RC may also set and additional leeward mark windward of the gate, designated “S” mark in Illustration B.  Boats shall round the “S” Mark when the designated course requires rounding that mark.

9.3  In course racing all marks are left to port, except that a boat has the option of rounding a starboard-hand gate mark to starboard after passing through a leeward gate.  In Burton Cup and Commodore Cup races marks shall be left to the side designated by the RC at the start.  In Big Island racing the RC will designate at the start the direction to round the islands.

9.4 On conventional courses the RC may set the finish at Mark 1, or a finish line windward of Mark 1, or set a leeward finish.  On trapezoid courses the primary finish mark will either be at mark LW or windward of LW.  The RC will also set a separate finish near Mark RW when courses T1-1/3, T2-1/3 or ZO are assigned to a fleet on trapezoid courses.  See Illustrations B, C  and Instruction 14.

9.5 Navigation buoys are marks of the course that designate obstructions and shall be passed on the side opposite the obstruction.  “SLOW” buoys at channels are not marks of the course.

10 AREAS THAT ARE OBSTRUCTIONS

10.2    Navigation buoys designate obstructions, are marks of the course and shall be passed

          on the side opposite the obstruction.

10.3    A Four boat length zone (circle) around the “S” Mark is a Safety Zone and is an

          obstruction when rounding traffic is present for boats not then required to round it.

          RRS 44.1 is changed to permit a boat to take the two-turns penalty when violating this 

          Instruction.  The last sentence of RRS 44.1 is not changed.

11.     THE START
11.1   Starts will use the sequences printed on the front page of this booklet with the signals

         and timing shown.  Except for boats in the first start, the Preparatory and Start signals for 

         a start shall, respectively, be the Warning and Preparatory signals for boats in the next 

         start.  “.00” time on the front page corresponds to the time shown in the schedule of 

         races.  This changes RRS 26.

11.2   For conventional courses the starting line will be between a staff displaying an Orange 

         Flag/shape on an RC boat and Mark L2, except that when a gate is set, the start for the 

         Capri 25 fleet (only) shall be between the staff with Orange flag and Mark L1.  For 

         trapezoid courses the RC may also set a wider line/separate mark for Capri 25 starts.  

         RRS 27.2 is changed to allow the RC to adjust the start line at any time.

11.3   The “round-an-end” rule described in RRS 30.1 shall be in effect for all starts.  Code flag

         “I” will not be displayed.  This changes RRS 30.1.

 11.4 The Starting Zone.  From the time the RC displays the line flag and until a boat’s 
          preparatory signal, a boat shall not sail on port tack (or motor that direction) closer than

          2 boat lengths to the stern of the RC boat.  The starting zone is a rectangle formed by the 

          starting line plus 300 foot extensions in both directions, then 300 feet back on the

          pre-start side from the ends of the extensions of the start line.  Only the RC may protest 

          under this instruction.  This changes RRS 60.1
11.5  A boat more than 2 minutes late to her start shall keep clear of all boats racing that 

   are not more than 2 minutes late to a start until she has started and cleared the start line.

11.6 Individual Recalls: when signaling an individual recall the RC will hail the sail number(s) 

        of boat(s) being recalled.  In addition, the RC may broadcast the sail numbers of boats 

        OCS via VHF Channel 68 following the verbal hail.  Failure to hear a hailed or 

         radioed recall and/or failure of amplifiers or radios, if any, shall not be grounds for 

         redress under RRS 62.1(a).  This changes RRS 62.1(a).

11.7 General Recalls:  No sound signal will be made when lowering First Substitute after a 

 General Recall.  A class recalled shall go to the end of the start sequence and start after 

 the last class (or previously recalled class) has started.  This changes RRS 29.2.

12. CHANGE OF A COURSE.  When changing the direction of a leg of the course, the RC is permitted to repeatedly hail the compass bearing to the new mark instead of displaying a bearing or colored flags.  Hails will be made via amplified hailer, and may also be made be made on VHF Channel 68.  Listen for hail of affected classes.  RRS              33(b) is deleted. This changes RRS 33.  The RC may announce via VHF its intention to shorten a course at a mark for any/all classes.

13. CANCELLATION.  Racing will be cancelled at the discretion of the RC for low/no

            wind, for wind gusts in excess of 26 knots, or for dangerous weather conditions.

14.
 THE FINISH
14.1   The finish line will be between a staff displaying an Orange flag/shape on a RC Boat and 

         a nearby mark.

14.2   For finishes to windward on conventional courses, the finish line may be set adjacent to 

   Mark 1, or may be set with a new mark 200-1000 feet windward of Mark 1.  Mark 1 is 

   not a mark of the course for boats sailing to a finish line set windward of Mark 1.  See

   Illustration B.

14.3   The primary finish line for trapezoid will be located adjacent to, but usually windward of 

  Mark  LW.  A second finish line may be located adjacent to Mark RW may be set when 

         required by assigned courses for some fleets.  See Instruction 8.

14.4   For finishes to leeward when no gate is set, the finish will be set adjacent to Mark 3 (L2 

  in Illustration B) or LL or RL.  Or, when a gate is set, a leeward finish will be between 

  an RC boat  and the gate mark closest to the RC boat.  The gate mark farthest from the 

  RC boat is not a mark of the course when sailing to a leeward finish.  This changes RRS 

  32.2.

14.5   A boat still racing (needing additional legs to complete her course) that is inadvertently 

         or prematurely signaled as finishing shall continue to race and shall notify the RC after 

         finishing.

15.
TIME LIMIT.  The time limit shall be 2½ hours for all classes in Big Island races and in all course racing except the time limit will be 2 hours when the RC shortens the time limit to 2 hours per RRS 32.  Burton Cup and Commodore Cup races shall have a 5-hour time limit.  A boat not finishing within 45 minutes of the first finishing boat in her class, or within the time limit (whichever is later), or by sunset shall be scored DNF.  The RC will use GPS time for sunset.  This changes RRS 35 and A9.

16.
PROTESTS AND ARBITRATION.

16.1 Initial Requirements

16.1.1 Excepting RRS 61.1(a)(3) [not changed], RRS 61.1 is changed to add that a

           boat intending to protest shall, as soon as possible after finishing, hail (NEVER

           BY RADIO) the RC boat of her intention along with the identity of the boat(s)

           being protested.  Wait to hail while the RC is finishing other boats.

16.1.2 Boats less than 6 meters LOA must display a red flag per RRS 61.2(a) when

                  protesting.  This changes RRS 61.1(a)(2).

16.1.3 The time limit for filing protests shall be 1 hour after the RC boat docks after

                  the last race of the day.

16.1.4 Protest forms shall be placed in the protest box inside the WYC clubhouse.

16.1.5 A protest is not valid when Instructions 16.1.1 through 16.1.4 are not followed and the Protest Committee will refuse to hear it under RRS 63.5.

16.2
Arbitration

16.2.1 Only alleged violations of RRS Part 2 Rules can be arbitrated.  

            Representatives of involved boats shall jointly seek out an arbitrator or the

            Protest Coordinator (see front page of this booklet) within 1.25 hours

            following the docking of the RC boat after the race where the alleged 

            incident occurred.  Failure of representatives of involved boats to timely seek a 

            committee member will result in referring the issue to a hearing by a protest 

            committee.  No witnesses are permitted in arbitration hearings.         

16.2.2 When an arbitrator is unable to determine if/which boat broke a rule, or when the representatives of boats do not accept the arbitrators ruling, the issue will be referred to a protest committee for hearing.  Once concluded, an arbitration hearing shall not be reopened for any reason.

16.2.3 When an arbitrator’s “penalty” ruling is accepted by the parties, a penalized 

            boat shall receive a minimum penalty of 2 points, or a 20% penalty as described 

            in RRS 44.2(c), whichever is greater.  Accepting a penalty in arbitration is 

            voluntary and cannot be grounds for redress or be appealed.

16.3 Protest Hearings

16.3.1 Protests will be heard after the race (or cancelled race) on the next Sunday after the arbitration hearing (except regattas = same day, both hearings).  Protest hearings may be re-scheduled by the PC or at a reasonable request from a party.

16.3.2 The time for a protest hearing will posted on the Official Notice Board.  The initial posting of the time for the first hearing of the day will be scheduled to begin 30 minutes after the docking of the RC boat.  The time for hearings may be changed (never earlier) based on the pace of returning fleets following that race (or canceled race) on the day of the hearing(s).  Parties must check the Notice Board immediately after the race (or canceled race) on the day of the hearing.

16.3.3 The place for protest hearings will be the Protest Office at WYC.

16.3.4 A party to a protest desiring to call witnesses shall assemble witnesses on the balcony outside the protest office prior to the hearing.  Witnesses not present on the balcony when called for testimony will not be heard.  

17.  
SCORING

17.1     As permitted by RRS A2, boats may exclude race score(s) from final series results 

            according to the following table based on the number of races completed in the series.

	Completed
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

	Count
	1
	2
	3
	3
	4
	4
	5
	5
	6
	7
	8
	8
	9
	10
	11
	11
	12
	12


17.2      RRS A4.2 is deleted.  Regattas will be scored per Rule A9.  For purposes of RRS A9

(only), the “number of boats entered” shall be the total number of boats of a 

class/division that came to at least one race of that series or regatta.  This changes RRS 

A4.2 and A9.

17.3     A boat that comes to the starting area intending to race, but does not start, not finish or 

           retires may report the facts to her Fleet Captain by 6:00 PM the following day, else that 

           boat is scored DNC.  Upon verification, the Fleet Captain shall correct the score by 

           contacting the WYC Scorer following the procedure in the WYC policies (attached).

18.     HAUL OUT RESTRICTIONS  - None.

19.     RADIO COMMUNICATIONS.

19.1 The RC may make periodic hails prior to racing.  During racing the RC may hail premature starters (OCS) and may announce a change of course on VHF Channel 68.  Failure of a boat to receive a transmission and/or failure of any radio equipment shall not be grounds for redress under RRS 62.1.  This changes RRS 62.1.

19.2 Boats may receive, but may not make radio transmissions from the time the RC displays 

the start line flag and until all races of all classes have been completed-- except in 

emergencies.  Hails of intent to protest and/or other hails to the RC boat shall be made 

beyond the finish line and by voice, NEVER by radio.  A racing member of the RC 

may contact the signal boat via radio, but only to discuss weather conditions related to 

starting, postponing or canceling races.

20. PRIZES
20.1 Prizes will be awarded for each series or cup race based on the average number of 

         competitors in each fleet/division.  One prize for 4 or fewer competitors, two for 5 or 6, 

         three for 7-11, four for 12-15 or 5 for 16 or more average number of competitors.

20.2 Each boat that wins a prize, or that finishes any 25 races in the races/series listed in

         Instruction 20.4, plus the Big Island Series, Women’s races, all J22 Fleet #1 

         Championship races and regattas, the U-Gotta regatta and the Capri 25 Championship

         regatta will be awarded a participation prize.  Alternately, a participation prize will be 

         awarded when a boat finishes the minimum number of counted races in the 

        Championship Series or the Sunset Series.

20.3 Prizes for Heavy Air Cup races may be awarded at the discretion of the Trophy Chairman.

20.4 The Boat of The Year Trophy is awarded to the boat with the most B-O-Y points for First Place finishes in the following Series and Cup races: A-B-C-G-T-M-ADA & Fall 
Regattas-Burton-Commodore-Frostbite.  B-O-Y points are awarded to first place finishers in each qualified race, as follows: 4 points for fleet participation of 10 or more boats in the race; 3.9 for 9 boats; 3.7 for 8 boats; 3 points for 6-7 boats; 2.5 points for 5 boats; 1.9 points for 4 boats; 1.2 points for 3 boats; 0.4 points for 2 boats; zero points for 1 boat.

DEFINITIONS:

            The term “conventional course” as used in these Sailing Instructions mean typical

            “windward/leeward” and “triangle-based courses.”  The terms “trapezoid,” “trapezoidal” plus 

             “Z”-prefixed designations mean courses with two, usually connected, parallel windward-

             leeward courses, though some “Z”-prefixed course designations some fleets may sail a 

             different pattern on a “Z” grid other than connected windward-leeward courses.  The RRS 

             definitions are changed to add these definitions.

Special Sailing Instruction “A”
Foul Language is prohibited during WYC Races. Any boat emitting Foul Language loud enough to be heard by another person, regardless at whom the Foul Language was directed, shall be subject to protest, a special arbitration hearing and possible penalties. Any boat may protest another boat from which it heard foul language. On the first offense in arbitration, the penalty is a WARNING except when the incident is considered by the arbitrator to be egregious. Egregious incidences may be immediately referred to the full protest committee for a hearing under RRS #2 or #69 with all penalties available. Upon a second offense an arbitrator may rule a 20% penalty (minimum of a 2 places). If a second incident is deemed serious, the arbitrator may rule a DSQ.  If the penalized boat does not accept the Arbitrator’s ruling, the incident shall be referred to the Protest Committee for a hearing.  An egregious incident, or subsequent incidents by the same boat, will be subject to immediate referral to the Protest Committee without arbitration.  Repeated incidents may be judged to be a gross breach of good manners and sportsmanship under RRS 69.  When a boat declines to attend the arbitration hearing, the incident shall be referred to the Protest Committee. A protest for foul language shall cite this Sailing Instruction (Special SI “A”) as the alleged rule infringed on the Protest Form.  When an incident is referred to the Protest Committee, the protestor shall change the rule infringed to read RRS #2.
