2006 Wealth Enhancement Group J22 Media & Sponsor Race
Dear Fleet One,
As most of you are aware a group of us have been working hard to fund our sailing habit and the 2006 Wealth Enhancement Group J22 North American Championship. One of the benefits we proposed to our Title, Gold, Silver and Bronze Sponsors to sign on was the ability to participate in a Media & Sponsor Race prior to the 2006 Wealth Enhancement Group J22 North American Championship. Needless to say the potential exposure from the Media & Sponsor Race in addition to the J22 NACs was important in getting sponsors to sign on. 
Before I tell you about the race and why we are soliciting your support I would like to give you a little history on our funding drive for the Regatta. We encountered a very competitive environment for sponsorship funding. Most potential sponsor’s initial response to the regatta concept was warm because it is different from the hundreds of golf tournaments they get asked to participate in. Once the potential sponsor’s interest had been piqued and they probed our Regatta concept with more questions they become concerned if the Regatta is the best exposure for their sponsorship dollar. Their main concern, as we all know, are the logistical challenges for the general public to view the sailboat races which in turn minimizes the exposure value for a potential sponsor. We were able to reduce some of that concern with the generosity of Al & Alma’s agreeing to provide some spectator boats for the Regatta. We still needed another idea to neutralize this concern further and we came up with the 2006 Wealth Enhancement Group J22 Media & Sponsor Race. We like the idea for the following reasons:

1. The sponsors get the additional exposure that they crave increasing their perceived value of their sponsorship dollar. No doubt, the Media/Sponsor Race has made the difference for some of our sponsors to sign on.
2. The J22 Regatta Fund will be able to raise additional funds for our coffers. Although, we are comfortable about our funding at this point we know that we still need more cash funding for items that we haven’t procured via “In-Kind” sponsorships to date. 
3. Fleet One can help raise funds for the Wayzata Sailing Foundation and its benefactors which helps to create good will when approaching potential sponsors
4. Sponsor’s can choose to write-off a portion of the donation if they choose to because of the Wayzata Sailing Foundation’s 501c /3 Federal Tax Status
5. Sponsor’s that have signed on make payments to ensure we continue to execute per the agreement. We need to demonstrate that we did everything within reason to hold up our part of the agreement.
6. We educate the local media about sailboat racing via participation and hopefully someone watching their reports becomes a sailor and future member to sustain the yacht clubs. Hopefully, the media will return the following week to cover the J22 NACs.
This is where you come in. My understanding is that many J22 sailors have asked what they can do to help make our Regatta a success. We need you to sell your boat to a sponsor for the Media/Sponsor Race (i.e. a friend, neighbor, local small business owner, realtor, local floral shop or the local auto body shop, you get the idea) for $300.00. What your sponsor gets is to race with you, your designated crewmate and a media personality. The boat will have a decal identifying the sponsor and the race will be held on Wayzata Bay on the afternoon of Saturday, September 9th the weekend before the 2006 WEG J22 NACs. Even if you’re not racing the 2006 WEG J22 NACs you can still participate in the Sponsor Media Race. If you can’t make either race please make your pride and joy available to someone you trust to sail it and go sell your boat for a good cause! Note: Wind consistently in excess of 10 mph the race will be limited to just main and jib for safety reasons and we don’t want to scare someone like Eric Perkins of KARE 11!  If you sell your boat please try to sell another to help someone who isn’t having as much success.
The proposed race schedule will look like this:

	Date:
	2006 Wealth Enhancement Group J22 Sponsor & Media Race

	9-9-2006
	(A portion of the proceeds benefiting the Wayzata Sailing Foundation)

	Time:
	Activity:

	11:30 AM
	Welcome VIPs (Sponsor & Media) & Locate Their WYC/MYC Crew

	12:00 PM
	Quick Tutorial On Sailboat Racing/Pre-Race Briefing RC 

	12:30 PM
	Get On The Boat & Practice

	1:00 PM 
	Start Race Sequence

	3:00 PM
	Awards Ceremony & Post – Race Social (Food & Beverages)

	3:30 PM
	Hand-Out Press Kits For “2006 WEG J22 NAC”

	4:00 PM 
	Event Officially Concludes


George Hansen has graciously agreed to help kick this initiative off on behalf of J22 Regatta Committee and will contacting you to gain your commitment very soon! We will distribute a brochure in the near future to help you explain the race and cause to potential sponsors. Please avoid contacting sponsors already involved since some of them have already earned a boat for the Sponsor/Media Race as part of their existing sponsorship agreement. These sponsors can be quickly identified on our web page at www.j22northamericans.com .  
If we are successful we can make a meaningful contribution to the Wayzata Sailing Foundation and help ourselves fund a classy Regatta that J22 Fleet One, Minnetonka and Wayzata Yacht Clubs can be proud of. Not to mention keep our current sponsors happy about their sponsorship investment in our Regatta. If you have questions or concerns please feel free to contact one of us below or George Hansen.
Thanks and please find a way to help us out!

Respectfully yours 

Thorn Turner 


Jon Noller

Stephen Paidosh

