J/70 Mast Conversion Kit
Southern Spars closed their spar facility in Sri Lanka in early 2019 and then moved their after-market, small parts production for the J/70 and other classes to Valencia, Spain where they continued to supply spreader brackets and spreaders. This continued until last Fall when the small parts work was phased out. In support of the many J/70s equipped with Southern Spars, we recently confirmed arrangements with Southern to ship their J/70 small parts patterns to the USA, and we are now in the process of setting up new suppliers. In the meantime, we recently developed a new J/70 Mast Base Conversion kit that combines a modified Selden step (that fits the same hole pattern as the Southern step) with a custom-machined composite plug to fit the Southern mast tube. The kit was developed as an after-market solution for mast bases/spars with excessive corrosion, but not enough to warranty spar replacement. 
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J/70 MAST BASE CONVERSION KIT  DETAILS:
The J/70 Mast Base Conversion Kit is comprised of a modified Selden step and base plate coupled with a custom-machined, two-part composite plug to fit the Southern mast tube. The mounting holes for the new step match up with the original Southern mast step. Whether you are rectifying a corrosion issue that’s developed at the bottom of your Southern mast, or you are simply upgrading to take advantage of the better vertical clearance (when lowering the mast) above the molded companionway coaming, this conversion kit is a suitable option. Please note that to maintain the same rig height between old and new step, the bottom of the Southern mast must be trimmed 25mm before being fitted with the new base assembly. If converted precisely, your current rig settings will remain the same

Installation instructions below:
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7. Seal the remaining two holes (from the removed eye straps) using black sealant.

8. Switch out mast steps on the deck - unbolt the original
Southern step and replace with the new step which has
matching holes. Be sure to insert the small stainless tab
(port and starboard) under the step. These replace the
former eye straps for securing your vang blocks.
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INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Remove the current base assembly by backing off the fasteners and removing the two
stainless eye-straps.

2. Measure and mark 25mm up from the base on all sides and then
mask off the cut line. This must be perpendicular to the mast
column.

3. With hacksaw, carefully cut off the
25mm section, then file the bottom as
needed to square off.

4. Prepare the inside of the tube by drilling

out the bottom two rivets of the vang bracket
and then cleaning out any debris from the first
25mm of the tube.

5. Test fit the mast plug/base. It's very important that the bottom
of the carbon tube match up with the composite base of the mast
plug so that the load is evenly distributed. A little adjusting
(sanding) may be needed to fully insert the plug.
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6. Drill and tap three 10/24 machine screws using the two existing holes in the vang bracket
plus a new hole on the front of the mast. Use Duralac for sealing the threads.
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